ror Aeica N O UNTE

For Immediate Release: Contact: Jacki Schechner
October 6, 2008 202-454-6196 (direct)
202-510-0605 (cell)

Senator Obama Signs Onto
Health Care For America Now Campaign

Obama and More than 70 Other Members of Congress
Commit To Guarantee of Quality, Affordable Health Care For All

Washington, DC —Today, Senator Barack Obama (D-IL) signed the Health Care for America
Now statement declaring that he is on the side of quality, affordable health care for all and
opposed to leaving Americans on their own with unregulated health insurance.

See the "Which Side Are You On?" statement here
(pdf): http://hcfan.3cdn.net/517370ec1fddf45044 vbm6ivw3d.pdf

"Health Care for America Now's goal this year is to get the next President and a majority of
Congress committed to the principles of quality, affordable health care for all and opposed to
policies that would tax our benefits at work and leave us on our own with the unregulated,
bureaucratic private insurance industry," said Richard Kirsch, National Campaign Manager,
Health Care for America Now. "With Senator Obama's signature, we are taking a major step
towards getting the next President and Congress to make comprehensive health care reform a
priority in 2009."

Since mid-August, more than 70 members of Congress have committed to the HCAN principles
of quality, affordable health care and rejected the course of taxing health benefits and pushing
people on their own into a deregulated private health insurance market. The HCAN statement
asks members of Congress to choose between two very different prescriptions for health care
reform with specific, contrasting policies.

"With Senator Obama's leadership we expect to see more members of Congress joining our
grassroots campaign for guaranteeing quality, affordable health care that we all can count on,"
Kirsch said.

"Ensuring Americans in Illinois and across the country have access to affordable, comprehensive
healthcare coverage is one of my top priorities," said Senator Barack Obama. "We must do
everything we can to expand healthcare access, lower drug costs, and improve quality of care for
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working families, seniors, and children. I am proud to join HCAN's efforts to tackle the tough
challenges we face in reforming our nation's healthcare system."

Health Care for America Now is a national grassroots campaign bringing together millions of
individuals and more than 275 organizations with the clear goal of winning comprehensive
health care reform in 2009. The broad-based coalition is made up of community-based
organizations, unions, women's groups, doctors, nurses, patient advocates, small businesses,
faith-based groups, think tanks, and leading netroots activists.

On July 8™ 2008, the HCAN campaign launched in Washington, DC and 52 cities (including 38
state capitals) across the country. Over the past couple of months, supporters in 40 states have
been holding grassroots actions to expose the bad practices of an industry that makes money by
putting profits over people's health. HCAN's ongoing outreach involves asking individuals,
organizations, businesses, and members of Congress, "Which Side Are You On?" — the side of
quality, affordable health care for all or the side of leaving us alone to fend for ourselves in the

bureaucratic, unregulated insurance market. More than 70 Members have signed on so far.

"We applaud Senator Barack Obama for his courage and leadership in focusing on this issue,"
said William McNary, co-director of Citizen Action IL and USAction president. "Quality,
affordable health care for all is a key human rights issue - transcending race, class, gender, and
geography. At a time when people are losing their jobs and losing their homes, it's our moral
obligation to provide health care security for these families. HCAN is fighting to provide
security for our families and stability for businesses and workers and to ensure a new prosperity
for all Americans."

Health Care for America Now ("HCAN"), a section 501(c)(4) issue advocacy organization, is a broad coalition of
nonprofit and political organizations that are working to promote quality, affordable health care for all Americans.
HCAN and each of its members conducts and funds only activities appropriate to its tax and election law status.
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